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The Existence and Abilities of al-Abdaal
All praise is due to Allah Ta’ala who through his infinite mercy and wisdom revealed the
glorious Qur’aan for the guidance of mankind. Peace and salutations be showered on
Nabi (Sallallaahu Alayhi Wasallam) who was sent as a practical example of eternal
success in this world as well as the hereafter.
The presence of the Abdaal, their extraordinary qualities and powers that Almighty Allah
has availed to them is a fact that has been proven through various Ahaadith.
Hafiz Suyooti (RA) has written a complete treatise regarding this topic in which he
mentions, “There are several narrations regarding them. Among those are the narrations
of: 1) Sayyiduna Umar ibn al-Khattaab, 2) Sayyiduna Ali, 3) Sayyiduna Hudhayfa, 4)
Sayyiduna Anas, 5) Sayyiduna Ubaadah ibn Saamit, 6) Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Abbas,
7) Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Umar, 8) Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Mas’ood, 9) Sayyiduna
Awf ibn Maalik, 10) Sayyiduna Mu’aadh ibn Jabal, 11) Sayyiduna Waathila ibn alAsqaa, 12) Sayyiduna Abu-Sa’eed al-Khudriy, 13) Sayyiduna Abu Hurayra, 14)
Sayyiduna Abud-Dardaa, 15) Sayyidatuna Umm Salmah (Radhiallaahu Anhum ajma’ee)
and many others which are impossible to be enumerated.” (al-Khabaru Daal vol.2 pg.455
of al-Haawi)
In fact, Hafiz Suyooti (RA) and others have accepted that the narrations concerning the
Abdaal have reached the status of Tawaatur (highest form of authenticity). (refer Nazmul
Mutanaathir minal hadithil mutaawatir pgs.231-232)
Hafiz ibn Hajar (RA) and others have also accepted the authenticity of some of the
narrations in which the Abdaal are mentioned.
From the abovementioned narrations, the Hadith of Sayyiduna Anas (Radhiallaahu
Anhu) has been classified as Hasan (sound) by Haafiz al-Haythami, the Hadith of
Sayyiduna Ubaadah ibn Saamit (Radhiallaahu Anhu) and the Hadith of Sayyiduna ibn
Abbaas (Radhiallaahu Anhu) has been classified as Sahih (authentic) by Haafiz ibn
Arraaq (RA), the Hadith of Awf ibn Maalik (Radhiallaahu Anhu) has been classified as
Hasan (sound) by Hafiz ibn Arraaq. (Tanzihus-Sharee’ah vol.2 pg.307) and the Hadith of
Sayyiduna Ali is Hasan (sound) according to Allaamah Suyuti (RA). (Al-la’aaliy vol.2
pg.332) and Hafiz Sakhaawi (RA) has regarded all its narrators as reliable. (alMaqaasidul Hasanah pg.28)
The following is a list of some of those illustrious Ulama and Muhadditheen that were
regarded to be Abdaals, by the scholars of the classical times: 1) Imaam Abdur-Rahmaan
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ibn Abi Haatim (Muqaddamah ibnus-salaah pg.421), 2) Imaam Abu-Muslim alKhawlaaniy (Al-Jaami of Khaatib Baghdadi pg.382), 3) Imaam Shaafi’ee (Al-Maqaasidul
Hasanah pg.28 and Taarikh Dimishq), 4) Yazeed ibn al-Aswad (Taarikh Dimishq vol.6
pg.112), 5) Imaam Jaabir ibn Marzooq (al-Aadaab of Imaam Bayhaqi pg.326 –
Hadith985), 6) al-Qa’anabiy, 7) Hammaad ibn Salamah (Tahzeeb of Haafiz ibn Hajar
vol.3 pg.13; Hadith1767), 8) Abdullah ibn Mubaarak (Tahzeeb of ibn Hajar)
From the above mentioned facts, it is apparent that the existence of Abdaals are
authentically proven by various illustrious Ulama, let alone in the numerous Ahaadith.
And Allah Knows Best.
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